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-stout and round support from Court, Knolly thought that he
could succeed; but stout support he did not get. The Council,
while unanimous in believing Murray's evidence, was divided
over the treatment of Mary. The Earl of Arundel wrote to
Elizabeth: cOne that has a crown can hardly persuade another
to leave her crown because her subjects will not obey. It may
be a new doctrine in Scotland, but is not good to be taught in
England.3 Elizabeth imprudently dropped a hint of sympathy
to the Bishop of Ross, which, told to Mary, dashed Knollys's
hope. cTo be plain with your Majesty,' Knollys wrote, cit seems
that this Queen is half persuaded that God hath given you such
temperation of affections, that your Majesty will not openly dis-
grace her, nor forcibly maintain my Lord of Murray against
her.'

The inquiry had to be ended, for Murray's presence was
urgently needed in Scotland. And so, on 10 January 1569,
Elizabeth made an interim pronouncement. Nothing as yet, she
said, had been produced against Murray and his adherents to
impair their honour and allegiance: a vital statement, seeing
that the form of the inquiry was a charge by Mary against her
rebellious subjects. Secondly, nothing as yet had been suffi-
ciently produced or shown against Mary for Elizabeth to con-
ceive or take any evil opinion of her good sister: a prudent
statement, seeing that Mary had made no answer to the charges
"and Elizabeth was still trying to secure one. Prudent also, be-
cause it left the way open for a settlement.

But Mary's mood had changed. On 9 January she wrote that
she would rather die than resign her crown; the last word in her
life would be that of a Queen of Scotland. The fact was, her
prospects had brightened. A fortnight or three weeks previ-
ously Elizabeth had seized a mass of bullion on its way to Alva
in the Netherlands, the galleys conveying it having put into
English ports to escape the Channel pirates. Alva retorted by
seizing English men, ships, and goods in the Netherlands, to
which Elizabeth answered by doing the same to Spaniards in
England. Mary's spirits soared. There must surely be war be-
-tween England and Spain. Ere March, she expected the aid of